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function that he is very largely or even wholly removed
from his original character-foundation, so that his real
individuality goes into the unconscious. This is nearly
always the rule with men who possess one differentiated
function. It is, in fact, a necessary transitional stage on
the way to individuation.
Identification with the parents or nearest members of
the family is a normal phenomenon, in so far as it coincides
with the a priori or pre-existing familial identity. In such
a case, it is better not to speak of identification but of
identity, a term which corresponds with the actual matter
of fact. For identification with members of the family is
to be distinguished from identity by the fact, that it is not
given as an a priori fact, but arises secondarily only through
the following process:—As the individual is developing
out of the original familial identity, his process of adapta-
tion and development brings him upon an obstacle which
cannot immediately be mastered ; a damming-up of libido,
accordingly, takes place and gradually seeks a regressive
outlet. The regression brings about a revivification of
earlier states, among others the state of familial identity.
The identification with the members of the family cor-
responds with this regressive revival of a state of identity
which has actually almost been overcome, Every identi-
fication with persons takes place in this way. Identification
has always a purpose, namely, to obtain an advantage,
push aside an obstacle, or solve a task after the manner of
another individual.
25. Identity: I use the term identity in the case of a
psychological equality. It is always an unconscious
phenomenon, since a conscious equality would necessarily
involve the consciousness of two similar things—hence im-
mediately presupposing a separation of subject and object,
whereby the phenomenon of identity would be already

